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New markets for hardwood and wood residu-
als are top presentations for the Appalachian Hard-
wood Manufacturers, Inc.'s 2023 Summer Confer-
ence at The Greenbrier in White Sulphur Springs,
WV, on July 22-25.

There are four business presentations on
Monday for sawmills and secondary
manufacturing plants:

1) Wood Chip Demand in Appalachia -
WestRock's Procurement Director John Hancock
will discuss paper production declines and
forecasts for wood pulp.

2) Poplar CLT Plant Proposed - TimberKraft
President Jeremy Adams will discuss plans for
production facility in region to make panels from
Appalachian Poplar.

3) Homag Buys CLT Equipment Manufac-
turer - Homag recently purchased equipment
maker Kallesoe to offer presses and other CLT
equipment.

4) BioChar Maker Expands In Virginia -
SWVA BioChar General Manager Jeff Wade will
discuss new plants in Virginia turning wood fiber
into carbon filter material.

There are three breakout sessions for Tues-
day to gain more value (concurrent):

a. Progress on Poplar in Building Codes -
learn the latest on process to approve Poplar as a
structural material in CLT.

b. Real American Hardwood on Magnolia
Network - Consumer promotion of Real Ameri-
can Hardwood begins on Magnolia Network and
streaming services.

c. Appalachian Hardwood Training Insti-
tute - Reports from community colleges on
hardwood sawmill and yard specific training
certificate programs.

Networking opportunities abound each day
and at evening receptions. There will be golf, sport-

(See Conference on on page 3)

Fiber, Poplar Markets
On Summer Agenda

Oaks, Maple Lead Bed
& Dining At HP Market

Modern Mood from Hooker Furn. in White Oak

 Furniture retail buyers returned to the High
Point Market in April seeking products that will lure
customers back into stores.

The industry is coming off record sales for
2021 and the first half of 2022 when Americans
could not travel and decided to improve their
homes or buy a home. Low interest rates enabled
more consumers to be homeowners which histori-
cally sells furniture.

All furniture product categories sales boomed
for 18 months and then interest rates began to rise.
The cost of consumer goods increased and the de-
mand for furniture declined.

The April 2023 High Point Market reflected the
decrease in demand for home furnishings. Most
manufacturers had new products in existing lines
but there were few large introductions.

Sales goals were back to 2018 or 2019 levels
as company leaders realized the cooling of retail
markets. Attendance at market was flat with Octo-
ber 2022 and retailers looked but sales were down.

A positive sign for High Point was “new buyer”
registration was up 4.8% from last fall, said Ashley
Grigg, High Point Market Authority vice president
of strategic growth and partnerships, while new
buyer registration was up 21% from last spring.
International attendance was flat from the fall, but

(See Furniture on page 3)
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The way I see it...
By Tom Inman, AHMI President

... Appalachian forests, lumber and finished goods
will figure promin ntly in a new documentary be-
ing produced by the American Hardwood Export
Council.

The film will focus on American hardwoods and
the people who grow, produce, make and how their
lives are shaped by the industry. It will be shown in
international markets to tell the story of America's
hardwoods.

The crews worked in North Carolina and Virginia
in April and  filmed:

- Jim Sitts who
is a lifelong for-
ester and retired
from Columbia
Carolina Inc.,  ex-
plains forestry.
They walked his
private forest-
lands and talk
about the benefits;
- Doug Bassett,
president of
Vaughan-Bassett
Furniture, shares
details about four
generations   of

Bassetts making solid hardwood furniture.
- Mike Pennington, general manager of Turman

Flooring in Galax, VA, discusses solid hardwood
flooring production in western Virginia.

- Furniture makers in Canton and Asheville, NC,
explain the value that American hardwoods are to
them personally and professionally.

The film will be completed in 2024.

...rooms are going quickly for the 2023 Summer
Conference at The Greenbrier. Please make your
reservations as soon as possible and register with
AHMI after.

Please review the agenda on page 5 and com-
plete the registration form on page7.

Appalachian Hardwood Manufacturers, Inc. re-
cently mailed the 2023 Appalachian Hardwood
Resource Guide to members, friends and most im-
portantly BUYERS.

The Guide helps
thousands of hard-
wood lumber buyers
make wise decisions
for their materials and
suppliers. The printed
version has been
mailed to furniture
and cabinet makers,
millwork and flooring
makers, architects and
designers in the US
this month.

The  electronic version was emailed to more than
12,000 buyers in Asia, Indonesia, Europe, and
Mexico. It will be distributed at trade shows and ex-
hibits for the next 12 months.

The Guide promotes AHMI members and  high-
lights contact information for all active members and
details the specific characteristics of Appalachian
Hardwood Lumber.

If you need printed copies, contact the AHMI
office. The electronic version is available at
www.appalachianhardwood.org/resource-guide

2023 Appalachian Hardwood
Resource Guide Distributed

Member Recruiting
New members are vital to the work of AHMI. If

you know of companies that can benefit from Ap-
palachian promotion and should join, please share
that information with the AHMI office. We have a
packet of materials that explains our work, retire-
ment plan, and meeting opportunities through
membership.

We are ready to send these materials to prospec-
tive members that you do business with. Please con-
tact the AHMI office for details or if you know of com-
panies that should join.

We have received seven new members so far in
2023.

Jim Sitts leads tour in
Appalachian forest

office
Typewritten text
e



Appalachian Hardwood News - May 2023 - 3

Appalachian Hardwood Manufacturers, Inc.  P.O. Box 427, High Point, NC 27261  T.(336)885-8315   @AppalachianHdwd

 up 3% from the spring. The largest groups of inter-
national buyers were from Canada, Central America,
the Caribbean and the Middle East, followed by Asia.

Hooker Furniture unveiled a new showroom
and two collections in oak veneers on solid wood.
The 90-piece Modern Mood collection of bedroom,
dining room, home office, accent and occasional
items was produced with quartered oak in two fin-
ishes: a light pewter hue and a dark brown.

A second introduction was The Retreat collec-
tion in flat cut cathedral oak veneers on hardwood.
It also came in two finishes that showcased the oak
grain.

“These were very popular with retailers seeking
a different look,” said Mike Harris, president of
Hooker Furniture Cased Goods and Upholstery.
“These will sell very well in different parts of the
country and are fresh designs in oak.”

The company’s Bradington Young division had
new upholstered pieces manufactured in North
Carolina on solid hardwood frames. The look was
retro in styling and color.

Solid hardwood maker Fusion Designs in
Goshen, In., had a successful market with offerings
in hard maple, cherry and hickory. The Amish com-
pany had clean designs in bedroom and dining room

ing clay and croquet tournaments.
The Greenbrier is a National Historic Landmark

and world-class resort that has been welcoming
guests from around the world since 1778. America’s
Resort has long been a favorite destination of busi-
ness leaders and AHMI members.

For more information, call AHMI at (336) 885-
8315 or visit www.appalachianhardwood.org/meet-
ings. Please make room reservations by June 22 by
calling (877) 493-2941 and option 2. All AHMI
rooms are in the Main Building. Please make activ-
ity and dining reservations when booking  your
room.

Sponsorship opportunities available. Please con-
tact the AHMI office today. See Agenda on page 5.

SWVA Biochar kilns in Floyd, VA, is the first of
several facilities planned in the region

that retailers were seeking. Sales met expectations.
Copeland Furniture reported keen interest in its

Lisse Collection that was introduced in October. The
solid walnut dining room group has subtle lines,
smooth joinery and buyers were impressed.

A second Copeland group in solid oak named
Iso was designed in a variety of sizes to fit modern
dining spaces. The light finish showcased oak grains
and was popular.

Amish companies continue to show at High
Point and Millcraft of Millersburg, Oh., had a suc-
cessful market with existing customers. The designs
included hard maple, hickory and elm in a modern
traditional style that were favored by retailers at
middle and mid-upper price points.

The nation’s largest domestic solid hardwood
bedroom maker Vaughan-Bassett Furniture re-
ported a good market. President Doug Bassett said
retailers were seeking a mix of products to excite
consumers.

The company added new pieces in its
Yellowstone and Artisan & Post collections in solid
white oak and maple, respectively. The company’s
quick ship program continues to boost sales because
buyers receive product in 14 days or less.

The next High Point Market is Oct. 14-18, 2023.

Conference from page 1____________________________________________________________________

Furniture from page 1___________________________________________________________________________



4 - 2023 May - Appalachian Hardwood News

Appalachian Hardwood Manufacturers, Inc.  P.O. Box 427, High Point, NC 27261  T.(336)885-8315   @AppalachianHdwd

By Dana Lee Cole, Executive Director
Hardwood Federation

An advocate is defined as a person who pub-
licly supports or recommends a particular cause or
policy. Advocates are also known, in government
and politics, as lobbyists.

 Whether you call it advocating or lobbying, the
goal is still the same: to educate or persuade mem-
bers of the government, including members of Con-
gress, to enact legislation and policies that benefit
their group.

Advocacy can take place at any level of govern-
ment.  Have you ever disputed a parking ticket?
Signed a petition for a new stop sign?  Met with a
school principal about the bully that pushed your
child during recess?  What about applying for and
defending a permit for your business? You are an
advocate for yourself and for things you care about:
your family, your community, your business.

As the level of government moves up, the role
of the advocate becomes more important.  The
higher the office…local to state to federal…the more
issues elected officials, and full-time government
workers, must deal with on a daily basis.  Not only
are there more matters to consider, but they also
become increasingly complex the closer to Wash-
ington one gets.

Trade associations, like the Hardwood Federa-
tion are important to the business community be-
cause they are able to focus day in and day out on a
specific set of problems and can consistently com-
municate with and educate policy makers on the
impacts proposed legislation and regulation can
have on employers and employees in their commu-
nities.

Trade associations also develop consistent mes-
saging that represents general industry agreement
on important issues.  In a perfect world, everyone
in the industry can deliver the same message and
strengthen the argument to make policy that best
supports hardwood businesses.

As a member of the hardwood business com-
munity, the majority of your day-to-day focus is on
business and not on politics.  The Hardwood Fed-
eration focuses on politics to make your job easier.

Make Your Hardwood Voice Heard In Washington

The Hardwood Federation team is proud to rep-
resent the industry in Washington.  But we can’t
and don’t do it by ourselves.

The Hardwood Federation Fly-In to Washing-
ton D.C. has always been a highlight of our advo-
cacy program. However, due to COVID precautions
on Capitol Hill, we have not been able to host our
industry leaders since the fall of 2019.

 That is all changing in 2023!  They Fly-In is back
and we urge you to join us in D.C. June 13-15.  Meet
your federally elected officials.  Tell your story.
Network with your peers.

The Fly-In is an excellent opportunity for mem-
bers of the hardwood industry to educate members
of Congress about the U.S. hardwood industry and
let their Members of Congress know just how busi-
nesses and employees are affected by the decisions
being made on Capitol Hill.

We anticipate that key issues for our meetings
will include the value of carbon storage of hard-
wood products, the importance of preserving tax
codes that support small and medium sized busi-
nesses, and the continued need for increased man-
agement of our federal lands.  Transportation is-
sues, like shipping reform and ways to increase the
availability of truck drivers may be priority issues.

From past experience we know that direct com-
munications with knowledgeable industry mem-
bers is key to establishing and growing legislative
contacts and their awareness of the Hardwood in-
dustry.  Your participation is important…and very
much valued.  You can find out more about the
Hardwood Federation, our priority issues and the
Fly-In at www.hardwoodfederation.com.

Please reach out to us if you have questions or
thoughts.
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AHMI Event Calendar
Appalachian Hardwood Manufacturers, Inc.

plans to attend the following events to promote
AHMI member companies and products.

Members are welcome to participate in the
AHMI exhibit and we can assist with registration
if required. Please check with the AHMI office be-
fore you make final plans:

June 13-15: Hardwood Federation Fly-in,
Washington, DC

July 19-20: Furniture Manufacturing Expo,
Hickory, NC

July 23-25: AHMI Summer Conference, The
Greenbrier, White Sulphur Springs, WV

Aug. 21: Penn York Lumbermen's Club,
Titusville, PA

Sept. 12-13: PFPA, State College, PA
Sept. 12: ALC, TBD
Sept. 13-15: WMMA Fall Tour, Hershey, PA
Sept. 15-17: Virginia Forest Products Asso-

ciation, The Homestead, Hot Springs, VA
Sept. 26-29: GreenBuild, Washington, DC
Oct. 4-6: NHLA Convention, Louisville, KY
Oct. 14-18: High Point Furniture Market,

High Point, NC
Oct. 19-20: NC Export Conference, Greens-

boro, NC
Nov. 14: ALC, Johnson City, TN
If you know of events that we should consider,

contact AHMI  at info@appalachianhardwood.org
and provide details.

SawFilers Education Meeting
The 2023 Annual Meeting of the Southeast Saw

Filers Education Association is May 18-20 at the Flo-
rence Center, Florence SC, and is open to all sawfilers
and anyone who would like to attend.

The meeting includes a tour of Charles Ingram
Lumber Co., family-owned and in operation since
1931. There are business presentations and recep-
tions.

Register online at https://form.jotform.com/
230466964021050

Questions? Email sawfiler8@gmail.com

2023 Summer Conference Agenda
The Greenbrier, White Sulphur Springs, WV

Saturday, July 22
Relax on your own
6 pm Early Bird reception

Sunday, July 23
2-4 pm - AHMI Board of Trustees Meeting
3-5 pm - Registration in Lower Lobby
6 -7 pm - Welcome Reception sponosred by
Stringer Industries
Dinner on your own

Monday, July 24
8:30 am - General Session
1) Wood Chip Demand in Appalachia
2) Poplar CLT Plant in Virginia
3) Homag Buys Maker of CLT Equipment
4) BioChar Converts Fiber To Carbon Filter Stock

12:50 pm - Golf Tournament
12:30 pm - Sporting Clays Tournament
2 pm - Croquet Tournament
6-7 pm - Monday Reception sponsored by Stiles
Machinery
Dinner on your own

Tuesday, July 25
8:30 am - Breakout Sessions (concurrent)
1) Progress on Building Codes for Poplar In CLT
2) Appalachian Hardwood Training Institute
3) Real American Hardwood Consumer Promotion
begins on Magnolia Network

Departure  -  Have a safe trip home.
Please make room reservations today at The

Greenbrier by calling (877) 493-2941 and option
2. Reserve your room by June 22, 2023.   All
AHMI rooms are in the Main Building.
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Getting Real American Hardwood On Social Media
The Real American Hardwood Coalition (RAHC)

launched its Instagram page on March 1, 2021, and
by that November, 500 people were following.

A year later, RAHC launched a branded social
media campaign and reached the 1k follower
milestone. And just four months later, in March 2023,
the audience doubled and reached the 2k follower
mark. That success is due to contributions making a
difference in Real American Hardwood® promotion.

Are you one of the followers? In case you missed
them, here’s a brief recap of posts from April.

Don’t Be Fooled by Lookalikes
Part of the RAHC’s mission is to separate fact from

fiction when it comes to Real American Hardwood
products. And on April Fools’ Day, the RAHC did just
that by showing hardwood floors side by side with
wood-look alternatives, and asking followers to
identify the real hardwood floors.

Roadtrippin’ Across America
Part of the RAHC’s work involves networking with

folks throughout the industry at meetings, shows, and
expos to raise awareness of the initiative, provide
updates on the promotion campaign, answer
questions, and gain support. One post in early April
highlighted all the places where Real American
Hardwood was the talk of the town so far in 2023.

A Look at Yoder Lumber’s Operations
The RAHC continued the Behind the Lumber series

with a video offering followers an inside look at Yoder
Lumber’s facilities in Millersburg, Ohio. In the brief
video, Trent Yoder, COO of Yoder Lumber, discussed
his company’s species mix, team of foresters and
forest management practices, operation quality, and
its specialty shop that attracts woodworking
hobbyists—all while going on a tour of their sawmill,
kiln, millwork, and distribution facilities.

From a Healthy Snack to a Nutty Hack
On April 14, the RAHC spotlighted National Pecan

Day with an educational post on pecan/hickory trees.
The post highlighted the differences between the
species of hickories and how the U.S. is responsible
for 75% of the world’s total pecan production. And
while most people may think of pecans as a tasty
snack or salad topping, the RAHC also offered
followers a nutty hack for repairing scratches in Real
American Hardwood furniture.

Celebrating America’s Greatest Natural
Resource

Closing out the month, the RAHC celebrated Arbor
Day, April 28, with a video celebrating trees. With
footage provided by Hull Forest Products, the brief
video shared our industry’s story by telling followers
how trees are an abundant, renewable, and
sustainable resource that provide Real American
Hardwood products, support local economies and
jobs, improve the health of our planet, and so much
more.

Follow RAH on instagram today.
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Registration
To accurately plan functions and make sure all participants are included on the Registration List, please complete
this form and return it with your check or credit card information by July 7, 2023. Mail to: AHMI, P.O. Box 427,
High Point, NC 27261.   Online: www.appalachianhardwood.org/meetings

MEETING  REGISTRATION  FEES
AHMI MEMBER  $375 per person GUEST - $475 per person
AHMI MEMBER SPOUSE  $250 GUEST SPOUSE - $350
ADULT CHILDREN 18+  $225
CHILDREN 10-17  $100 DAY SESSION - $175 Monday
CHILDREN UNDER 10 - free   $75 Tuesday

Full registration refunded on cancellations before July 7, 2023. After that date subject to 50% forfeiture.

PLEASE REGISTER THE FOLLOWING FOR AHMI’S SUMMER CONFERENCE

Name:_______________________________________________________________ FEE: $______

Name:_______________________________________________________________ FEE: $______

Name:_______________________________________________________________ FEE: $______

Name:_______________________________________________________________ FEE: $______

Company:____________________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________________________________

AHMI MONDAY GOLF  (12:50 pm The Meadows Course incl. box lunch)

Name:_________________________________________________________ FEE: $275

Name:_________________________________________________________ FEE: $275

SPORTING CLAYS TOURNAMENT  (12:30 pm Monday)
One round of 100 - Includes gun, ammo and targets, boxed lunch

Name:__________________________________________________________ FEE: $275

Name:__________________________________________________________ FEE: $275

AHMI CROQUET TOURNAMENT (Monday at 2 pm at Croquet Court)

Name:_________________________________________________________ FEE: $35

Name:_________________________________________________________ FEE: $35

Check enclosed ______
Credit Card: _______________________________________________________________
Expiration date __________________     Security Code _____________    Billing ZIP code __________________
Name on card:  ____________________________________________________________
Register online at www.appalachianhardwood.org/meetings. Please make your room reservations by
calling The Greenbrier at (877) 493-2941 and option 2. Book your room by June 22, 2023.

2023 AHMI Summer Conference
July 22-25  The Greenbrier

Total   __________


