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2023 Meeting: Cabinets, Carbon & Consumers
Appalachian Hardwood Manufacturers invites

you to attend the 2023 Annual Meeting  on Feb.
22-26 at The Ponte Vedra Inn & Club.

The business sessions will focus on:
hardwoods in the cabinet sector
hardwoods storing carbon
hardwoods influence on consumers.
There will be business sessions in the morning,

sporting events in the afternoon and receptions
each evening to network and renew friendships.

Ponte Vedra Inn is near Jacksonville, FL, and
all accommodations are oceanfront. There is
excellent dining,  spa and miles of beach for
relaxation.  The business presentations are:

* Cabinet Markets Grow
In 2022 – Marsh Cabinets
Chief Executive Officer
Edwin Underwood will
discuss cabinet markets in
the U.S.  The  company  is
based    in
High  Point,  NC, and he is a former chairman of
the Kitchen Cabinet Manufacturers Association.

* Carbon and the Climate
Agenda on Timberlands –
AHMI has invited speakers
to explain the impact carbon
values have on timberland
management in Appalachia.

* Real American Hardwood Influence – RAH
members will report on
current actions with social
media and consumer
influencers in residential and
commercial settings.

2023 AHMI Annual Meeting

  February 22-26

FOREST
CARBON

* USNR Expands Product Offerings - Industry
 supplier USNR has east
coast operations in nearby
Jacksonville, FL, and will
explain acquisitions in 2022
that have increased its
business. Tours of the
facility are available
Wednesday and Thursday.

AHMI Annual Meeting & Member
Anniversaries - Chairman Tom Sheets will
present the State of the Association and member
anniversaries.

Producer and Distributor Divisions
Meeting - Separate sessions for these AHMI
groups to discuss issues of importance.

FUN!!  There are several  activities  planned

daily. The Annual Golf  Tournament is Friday at
PVI's Ocean Course. The Annual Fishing
Tournament is Friday with sportfishing from
chartered boats. There is a Golf Scramble
Saturday on PVI’s Ocean Course.

New This Year – The Inaugural AHMI
Croquet Tournament on Saturday on the PVI
Croquet Court.

(See Meeting on page 2)

Please REGISTER
by DEC. 31 for

drawing for
$100 Spa Gift

Certificate
OR

$100 AMEX
gift card
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2023 Annual Meeting Agenda
Wednesday, Feb. 22
  6 p.m. Early Bird Reception
Dinner on your own
Thursday, Feb. 23

Informal golf and fishing available. Call AHMI
2 p.m. Board of Trustees Meeting
3 p.m.  Registration Opens
6 p.m.  Welcome Reception by Stringer

Industries
Dinner on your own
Friday, Feb. 24

8:30 a.m.  General Session
Business Presentations
12:30 p.m.  Fishing Tournament
12:30 p.m.  Golf Tournament on Ocean

Course
6 p.m.  Reception by Stiles Machinery

Dinner on your own
Saturday, Feb. 25
  8 a.m.  Producers Meeting (Producers only)
  8 a.m.  Distributors Meeting
  9 a.m.  General Session
  Business Presentations
  Annual Meeting & Member Anniversaries
  Chairman’s Report
  12:30 p.m. Golf Scramble Tournament
  1 p.m. Beach Fun on the Atlantic
  2 p.m. Croquet Tournament
  6 p.m. Reception
Dinner on your own

Sunday, Feb. 26
  8 a.m. Fellowship of Christian Lumbermen

Meeting from page 1 ---------------

Make room reservations  at  the Ponte Vedra
Inn by calling (904) 285-1111  and ask for the
Appalachian Hardwood block.

Please complete the registration form on page
6 of this newsletter and print and mail or visit
www.appalachianhardwood.org/meetings.

Have questions? Call AHMI at (336) 885-8315
or info@appalachianhardwood.org.

The way I see it...
By Tom Inman, AHMI President

...Yellow Poplar is another step closer to becom-
ing a resource for cross-laminated timber as con-
sideration begins by the PRG-320 Committee.

AHMI and Virginia Tech
researchers submitted the
application to include Yellow
Poplar after years of re-
search and product testing.
The initial results have been
positive and APA's tests have
shown the resource exceeds
minimum requirements in all
categories.

The PRG-320 Committee will review these re-
sults and develop the submission for the Interna-
tional Building Code. I am very pleased to report
that I have been selected to join this Committee
and other hardwood advocates include Dallin
Brooks, executive director of the National Hard-
wood Lumber Association; Levente Denes of West
Virginia University; Daniel Hindman of Virginia
Tech; Henry Quesada of Purdue University (which
increased hardwood participants from one to five!)

The Committee has 30+ members and three
task forces that will review and develop specific
information in 2023. The request could be ap-
proved later next year for inclusion in the 2024
International Building Codes.

...2022 draws to a close in a few weeks and what
a tumultuous year. The first six months saw record
sales and margins for most hardwood companies
as demand was high and available supply was low.

Lumber was shipped as soon as it was ready
or when trucks could be secured.

That all changed in August as retail business
slowed, housing demand cooled and inventories
backed up. The price for most grades and species
declined sharply and buyers worked down exist-
ing inventories and waited.

Timber supply has fallen for many mills as log-
gers have slowed or stopped working. Log inven-
tories at many mills are below expectations.

As we enter winter, it may be a challenging time
for supply of logs and lumber. Happy New Year!!
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You have the opportunity to win a custom gui-
tar and proceeds benefit Real American Hardwood.

Hardwood Market Report (HMR) is celebrat-
ing its 100th Anniversary and giving everyone a
chance at this truly custom guitar from Ferner
Fine Instruments in Memphis, TN.

It is an incredible,
one-of-a-kind Custom T
model electric guitar, val-
ued at more than $4,000.
It is also your chance to
support RAH’s work for
the hardwood industry.

Please visit
www.hmr.com/guitar
and follow the instruc-
tions. You must buy
your ticket by Dec. 15!

RAH is a domestic
consumer promotion
initiative.  Please visit the
consumer website at

RealAmericanHardwood.com and the industy
website at www.RealAmericanHardwood.org.

View the latest video on the promotion plans
for the future here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=oA-lR9Oh9-Y

AHMI is a founding member of the Coalition
and contributes financial support annually. More
than two dozen AHMI members have contributed
to the campaign.

The guitar will be awarded on Dec. 16.

You Could Win 'Real
American' Guitar From
HMR Raffle On Dec. 16

AHMI, Federation Seek
Depreciation Extension

More than 30 wood-related trade associations
have signed on to a Hardwood Federation letter
advocating for the extension of bonus deprecia-
tion: the ability to fully expense the cost of capital
expenditures when purchased.

Currently, this tax break will begin to phase
out in 2023 and will be completely eliminated in
2027. The ability to write off 100% of an asset—
like a kiln, boiler, forklift, or truck—when it's pur-
chased allows companies to reduce short-term
taxable income and has been critical to helping
small and medium-sized wood products compa-
nies continue to operate.

The 2023 Annual Meeting of Appalachian Hard-
wood Manufacturer s, Inc. w i l l  be Feb. 22-26 at
The Ponte Vedra Inn in Ponte Vedra, FL.  There
are Meeting Sponsorships available to enhance the
session and encourage companies.

Sponsors receive:
1) Recognition during the Annual Meeting;
2) Signage for each sponsored event;
3) Recognition in the meeting program;
4) Table for literature in the Meeting Room.
Please contact the AHMI office today about the

remaining sponsorship opportunities.

Annual Meeting Sponsorship

MEMBERSHIP
AHMI welcomes back the following member:
Forestry
Law Timberland
Debra Law
9 Palmetto Drive
Sewall’s Point, FL  34996
Tel: 772-521-0049
Email: dglaw1@gmail.com

New members are vital to the work of AHMI.
If you know of companies that should join, please
share that information with the AHMI office.



4 - 2022 December - Appalachian Hardwood News

Appalachian Hardwood Manufacturers, Inc.    P.O. Box 427, High Point, NC 27261  T. 336-885-8315   @AppalachianHdwd

AHMI Event Calendar
Appalachian Hardwood Manufacturers, Inc.

plans to attend the following events to promote
AHMI member companies and products.

Members are welcome to participate in the
AHMI exhibit and we can assist with registration
if required. Please check with the AHMI office be-
fore you make final plans:

Jan. 10, 2023: ALC, Greensboro, NC
Feb. 6-8: IHLA Convention, Indianapolis, IN
Feb. 22-26: AHMI Annual Meeting, Ponte

Vedra Inn, Ponte Vedra, FL
Mar. 14: ALC, Roanoke, VA
Mar. 28-30: KFIA, Lexington, KY
Apr. 22-26: High Point Furniture Market,

High Point, NC
Apr. 26-28: Virginia Forestry Summit ,

Williamsburg, VA
May 4-7: ALC Beach Meeting, Myrtle Beach,

SC
July 23-25: AHMI Summer Conference, The

Greenbrier, White Sulphur Springs, WV
Sept. 15-17: Virginia Forest Products Asso-

ciation, The Homestead, Hot Springs, VA
Oct. 4-6: NHLA Convention, Louisville, KY
If you know of events that we should consider,

contact AHMI  at info@appalachianhardwood.org
and provide details.

USFWS Reclassifies
Long-Eared Bat
As Endangered

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice recently announced a final rule to reclassify
the northern long-eared bat as endangered un-
der the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The bat,
listed as threatened in 2015, now faces extinction
due to the rangewide impacts of white-nose syn-
drome, a deadly disease affecting hibernating bats
across North America. The rule takes effect on
January 30, 2023.

“This listing is an alarm bell and a call to ac-
tion,” said U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director
Martha Williams. “White-nose syndrome is deci-
mating cave-dwelling bat species like the north-
ern long-eared bat at unprecedented rates.”

Bats are critical to healthy, functioning natural
areas and contribute at least $3 billion annually
to the U.S. agriculture economy through pest con-
trol and pollination. The northern long-eared bat
is found in 37 states in the eastern and north cen-
tral United States, the District of Columbia, and all
Canadian provinces from the Atlantic Coast west
to the southern Northwest Territories and east-
ern British Columbia.

These bats mostly spend the winter hibernat-
ing in caves and abandoned mines. During sum-
mer, northern long-eared bats roost alone or in
small colonies underneath bark or in cavities or
crevices of both live and dead trees. They emerge
at dusk to fly primarily through the understory of
forested areas, feeding on insects.

White-nose syndrome, the disease driving
their decline, is caused by the growth of a fungus
that sometimes looks like white fuzz on bats’
muzzles and wings. The fungus thrives in cold,
dark, damp places and infects bats during hiberna-
tion.

AHMI and the Hardwood Federation com-
mented on the proposed reclassification, highlight-
ing how forestry helps bat populations. Redesig-
nating the bat as endangered will trigger land-use
restrictions that could hinder timber harvesting
operations in 38 states.

Home Sales Decline As
Interest Rates Rise

Pending home sales slid for the fifth consecu-
tive month in October, according to the National
Association of REALTORS®. Three of four U.S.
regions recorded month-over-month decreases,
and all regions recorded year-over-year declines.

“October was a difficult month for home buy-
ers as they faced 20-year-high mortgage rates,”
said NAR Chief Economist Lawrence Yun. “The
West region suffered from the combination of
high interest rates and expensive home prices.
Only the Midwest squeaked out a gain.”

“The upcoming months should see a return of
buyers, as mortgage rates appear to have already
peaked and have been coming down since mid-
November.”
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Appalachian Hardwood Successes In 2022

- Increased participants in the Certified Appalachian Legal & Sustainable
program that provides third-party audit of products from member companies.
- Grew Appalachian Hardwood Verified Sustainable and Verified Legal
programs using U.S. Forest Service data for the Region that proves growth-to-
removal is 2.4 to 1. Legality is proven by records from timber owners.
- Published 2022 Appalachian Hardwood Verified Sustainable and Legal Resource Guide with
member information sent to 8,000 domestic wood consumers and distributed at events.
- Participated in two High Point Furniture Markets.
- Participated in 20 state, regional and national association meetings and trade shows as a speaker,
exhibitor and attendee.
- Distributed hundreds of promotional brochures and wood sample kits to wood consumers,
individuals, schools and civic groups.
- Financial support of the Hardwood Federation and the American Hardwood Export Council.
- Participant in podcasts emphasizing Appalachian Hardwood brand.
- Participant in the Real American Hardwood Promotion Coalition.

PROMOTION

- Distributed the 2022 Resource Guide to more than 15,000 lumber buyers in Europe, Asia, the Middle
East and north Africa.
- Hosted lumber buyer delegation from Mexico, Vietnam, Malaysia, and Germany in North Carolina.
- Hosted webinar meetings with lumber buyers from Mexico.
- Distributed trade leads to Export Division members.
- Member of the American Hardwood Export Council Board of Directors.

PROMOTION - Export

EDUCATION & TRAINING
- Implemented Appalachian Hardwood Training Institute with three college: Mountain Gateway
Community College in Virginia; Glenville State University in West Virginia; and Big Sandy Community
College in Kentucky. Multiple courses in CDL, log and lumber grading, and safety taught in VA and
WV.
- Scholarship to a West Virginia University student in the forestry program.
- Scholarship to Kendall School of Furniture Design student.

FORESTRY
- Advocate for active management of the Eastern hardwood forest through emails to
decision makers, and participation in pro-forestry groups.
- Staff is active with state forestry associations.

MEMBERSHIP
- Membership grew to 207 companies.
- Successful Annual Meeting, Summer Conference and Fall Training sessions.
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To reserve your room, call the Ponte Vedra Inn at (904) 285-1111 for Appalachian block
The room cutoff is Jan. 27, 2023 and all oceanfront rooms are $339. Rate is honored before & after!

Make reservations online at www.appalachianhardwood.org/meetings

To plan functions and include all participants on the Registration List, please complete this form and return with

your payment to: AHMI, PO Box 427, High Point, NC 27261. Badges and other materials will be on site.

AHMI MEMBER - $450 per person   GUEST - $550 per person
SPOUSE & ADULT CHILD - $350   GUEST SPOUSE - $450
CHILDREN AGE 10-18 - $250,  UNDER 10 - $150
Add $75 to any registration fee after Feb. 10, 2023

Registration includes three receptions, business sessions and breaks,
afternoon at the beach, and fun.

Full registration
fee refunded on
cancellations
received by Feb. 1,
2023. Cancellations
received after that
time will be subject
to 50% forfeiture.

Registration before Feb. 10, 2023:

REGISTER for AHMI’S 2023 ANNUAL MEETING

Name:_________________________________________________________________ FEE: $________

Name:_________________________________________________________________ FEE: $________

Company:__________________________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________________________________

Golf Tournament   Friday tee times start at 11:30 a.m.  at  PVI's Ocean Course
(includes shuttle, lunch, range balls. Rental clubs are available)

Name:________________________________________________ FEE: $250

Name:________________________________________________ FEE: $250

Fishing Tournament   Friday at 12 p.m. sportfishing inshore
(4-hour fishing trip, includes boxed lunch, tackle, bait, license)
$200 for each of four slots on multiple chartered boats

Name:_______________________________________________ FEE: $200

Name:_______________________________________________ FEE: $200

Golf Scramble  Saturday at 12:30 p.m. at  PVI's Ocean Course
(includes shuttle, lunch, range balls. Rental clubs are available)

Name:________________________________________________ FEE: $200

Check # _________________Received _________ TOTAL        $________
Credit Card # _______________________________________________  Exp. __________  Sec.  Code__________  Billing Zip _______________

Optional
Events I / We
will attend
(included in
registration fee)

___ Early Bird
reception Wed.,
Feb. 22 at 6 pm

___ Beach Fun &
Drinks, Saturday,

Feb. 25 1-3 pm

Inaugural AHMI Croquet Tournament   Saturday 2 p.m. at Ponte Vedra Inn Court

Number of spaces  reserved _______ @ $25 each FEE: $______


