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Appalachian Hardwood Manufacturers, Inc,
asks you to finalize plans TODAY for the 2022
Summer Conference on July 23-26 at The
Homestead in Hot Springs, VA.

The program includes:
1) Domestic Furniture Makers Boom with

Vaughan-Bassett Furniture President Doug
Bassett who will discuss the tremendous growth
in US-made furniture manufacturing.

2) Appalachian Hardwood Training Insti-
tute with Dr. John Rainone president of Moun-
tain Gateway Community College, will update on
training for workers in the hardwood industry.

3) Real American Hardwood ramps up with
an engaging consumer website this summer. A
report from the Coalition Board.

Make Final Plans Today For Summer Conference
Two breakout sessions for Tuesday are:
a. Poplar CLT Passes The Test with Sailesh

Adhari, a Virginia Tech researcher who is work-
ing with AHMI to submit an application for Poplar
CLT to be listed in International Building Codes.

b. AHMI 401k Enrollment - Representatives
from UBS Financial will be on site to answer ques-
tions and enroll AHMI members in this multiple-
employer program for retirement accounts.

All attendees are invited to tour the Speyside
Bourbon Stave Mill in nearby Millboro, VA on
Tuesday at 1:30pm after you depart the confer-
ence. The specialty sawmill creates staves for
bourbon barrels from Appalachian white oak.

There will be ample time for networking with
members and guests at receptions and between

 (See Summer on page 3)

AHMI, CLT Makers File Poplar Request
Appalachian Hardwood Manufacturers, Inc.

has partnered with two cross-laminated timber
producers and researchers from  Tech to
finalize the application to have Yellow Poplar in-
cluded in building codes.

The action is the next phase in a
process that began more than five
years ago. The most recent advance is
that structural tests have been com-
pleted with the products passing each
requirement.

AHMI, SmartLam and TexasCLT
along with Virginia Tech will submit
the application by Friday to the PRG-
320 Committee. The goal is adoption
into International Building Codes.

CLT is a prefabricated solid engineered wood
product made of at least three orthogonally
bonded layers of solid-sawn lumber or structural
composite lumber that are laminated by gluing of

longitudinal and transverse layers with structural
adhesives to form a solid rectangular-shaped,
straight, and plane timber intended for roof, floor,
or wall applications. While this engineered wood

 product has been used in Europe for
over 15 years, it growing in design,
production and use in North America.

For the acceptance of new con-
struction materials or systems in the
US like CLT, a consensus-based prod-
uct standard has been developed. The
ANSI/APA PRG 320 Standard for Per-
formance-Rated Cross Laminated
Timber establishes the guidelines for
materials and majority of softwood
species have been approved.

The new application will seek to add Yellow
Poplar to the list. There will be a full presentation
at the 2022 AHMI Summer Conference at The
Homestead on July 26. See below.
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The way I see it...
By Tom Inman, AHMI President

...the Pellet Fuel industry is growing and pro-
viding a valuable outlet for byproducts from hard-
wood lumber production and secondary manufac-
turing.

Wood waste has been burned for heat and
cooking fuel for centuries. Many homes in the
northeast U.S. use firewood as a primary or supple-
mental heating source.

In recent de-
cades, wood pel-
lets and briquets
have provided a
cleaner and easier wood resource for heating resi-
dential and commercial structures. Woody biom-
ass has been accepted in climate programs as an
alternative to coal and petroleum products. Often
demand for pellets rises as the cost of alternatives
increase.

I attended and spoke at the recent Pellet Fuels
Institute Annual Conference. There are dozens of
wood pellet and briquet makers across the U.S. and
five are members of AHMI.

The pellet industry is feeling pressure to ensure
that its resource comes from sustainable and le-
gally harvested resources and thus my presenta-
tion on Certified Appalachian!

PFI is working to help its members educate con-
sumers about the benefits of their pellets and give
assurance about the impact on the forest. I ex-
plained the AHMI programs and received a huge
endorsement from Don Wagner, general manager
of Appalachian Wood Pellets in Kingwood, WV.

AWP has participated from the start and Don
said the Certified Appalachian meets all of their
demands from customers. He said any company
that sources from the region should participate in
AHMI's program.

The response was very positive and there was
interest in our programs. I thanked them for be-
ing a key partner in utilizing wood fiber.

We will continue to work with PFI and its mem-
bers on key legislative and promotion issues in the
future. Plus, I have more cuts of brisket and pork
roasts that need some smoke!

MEMBERSHIP
AHMI welcomes back the following member:

Producer
WVGBC Audrina Mill, LLC
Phil Cornett
546 Mountain Home Road
Caldwell, WV  24925
Phone: 304-536-2300
Email: phil.cornett@wvgbc.com

New members are vital to the work of AHMI. If
you know of companies that should join, please
share that information with the AHMI office. We
have a packet of materials that explain the promo-
tion work, retirement plan, health insurance and
meeting opportunities through membership.

We are ready to send these materials to pro-
spective members that you do business with.  Re-
member the suppliers who sell you goods and ser-
vices can also benefit from membership in AHMI.
Please contact the AHMI office for details or if you
know of companies that should join.

Membership information is available on the
web at www.appalachianhardwood.org/members.
The application can be submitted online and in-
formation is updated weekly.

For more information, please call the AHMI
office at (336) 885-8315 or email
info@appalachianhardwood.org.

AHMI Videos Online
AHMI has increased the number of promotion

videos we have posted on our website and
YouTube. Visit www.appalachianhardwood.org for
links to these and presentations from previous
meetings.

We encourage members to link these from your
website or social media pages. For details, please
email info@appalachianhardwood.org.

The 2022 Appalachian Hardwood Resource
Guide and access to American Hardwood Export
Council regional updates are also posted there.
Please visit the website for details.
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AHMI  2022 Summer
Conference

July 23-26 | The Homestead

Saturday, July 23
Early arrivals enjoy The Homestead
6 pm - Early Bird Reception in Tower Suite
Dinner on your own

Sunday, July 24
2-4 pm - AHMI Board of Trustees Meeting
3-5 pm - Meeting Registration in Jefferson Parlor
6 -7 pm - Welcome Reception on Mt.
Vernon-Stratford Lawn
Tomahawk Throwing Contest
Dinner on your own

Monday, July 25
8:30 am - General Session in Empire Room

Domestic Furniture Makers Boom
Appalachian Hardwood Training Institute
Real American Hardwood

12:15 pm - Golf Tourn. on the Old Course
12:15 pm - Sporting Clays at Shooting Club
6-7 pm - Monday Reception Casino Lawn 2
Dinner on your own

Tuesday, July 26
Breakouts
9 am - Poplar CLT Test Results & Next Steps
9 am - AHMI 401k MEP Program
Optional
1:30 pm - Speyside Stave Mill Tour in
Millboro, VA
Have a safe trip home.

Summer from page 1
sessions. We will also have the Summer Golf and
Sporting Clays tournaments and a Tomahawk
Throwing Contest has been added to Sunday's
reception.

Please visit  www.appalachianhardwood.org
and click on "Meetings" for information and to
register online. A paper registration form is
included on page 6.

Please call the AHMI office for room
reservations list at (336) 885-8315 or email to
info@appalachianhardwood.org. There are four
area hotels and inns that have space available for
each of the nights.

If you plans change, please contact AHMI so
your room reservation can be shared with another
member/guest who is on a waiting list.

Advanced reservations for all activities at The
Homestead are strongly recommended. Please
contact the Resort at (540) 839-3860 for details
and make dining reservations TODAY.

AHMI members and guests attending the 2022
Summer Conference have been invited to tour the
Speyside Bourbon Stave Mill in Millboro, VA, near
The Homestead.

Speyside Bourbon Cooperage, Inc. is an off-
spring of Speyside Cooperage Ltd. which was
founded in Scotland in 1947.  Speyside currently
operates two cooperages in Scotland and two in
the U.S; in Kentucky and Ohio.  The Kentucky facil-
ity repairs and redistributes used barrels and the

Conference Will End With Tour At Speyside's Stave Plant In VA
Jackson, Ohio Cooperage is the first Speyside facil-
ity to focus on the production of new, charred, white
oak barrels for the bourbon industry.

The stave mill in Millboro is one of three oper-
ated by Speyside. They have also opened a new
bourbon Cooperage in Atkins, VA.

The Millboro tour is Tuesday, July 26 at 1:30
pm at 466 Millboro Industrial Park Rd., Millboro,
VA 24460. Please contact AHMI if you have not pre-
viously registered.

Thank You Conference Sponsors
Sunday Reception: Stringer Industries
Monday Reception: DMSi and Tally Express
Morning Break: Stella-Jones Corp.
Sporting Clays: Farm Credit of the Virginias
Sporting Clays Lunch: Stiles Machinery
Golf Prizes: Corley Manufacturing
Golf Lunches: Nyle Dry Kilns
Golf Refreshments: SII Dry Kilns
General Meeting: PLM Insurance and CombiLift
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By Dana Cole, Hardwood Federation
You likely know 2022 is an election year and

incumbents and candidates at all levels of govern-
ment are already on the campaign trail, trying to
convince voters they are the best option to address
the myriad of issues and challenges we face today.

At the federal level, all 435 seats in the House
of Representatives are up for grabs.  Although the
vast majority of incumbents is running to retain
their seats, more than 50 have opted to retire or
to leave early for other opportunities.   In the Sen-
ate 34 of 100 seats are on the ballot; six incumbents
have announced their retirement with one addi-
tional Senator retiring in early 2023 before the end
of his term.

Democrats hold the majority in the House and
Senate, and of course hold the White House, but
razor thin margins in both chambers make for a
fascinating election cycle. Combined with global
economic uncertainty, rising inflation, and a war
in Europe, the U.S., many believe the electorate is
poised to make some changes in November.  But
as we have witnessed over the past few elections,
voters have become unpredictable, and no one
should consider the November outcome a foregone
conclusion.

The legislative agenda for Congress is compli-
cated by the fact that there are relatively few work-
ing days between now and the election…less than
25 days when both House and Senate will be in
session…and by typical hesitancy to take tough
votes so close to the second Tuesday in Novem-
ber.  This limited time will be focused on debating
and preparing budget bills to fund 2023 federal
government operations and programs and ad-
dressing the ongoing war in Ukraine.  And of
course, the debate continues about how to address
inflation and the increasing cost of living for Ameri-
cans, further eating into limited hours.

For the Hardwood Federation, a major agenda
item in 2023 will be to influence negotiations re-
lated to the reauthorization of the Farm Bill, the
massive piece of legislation that is reviewed and
renewed every five years.  The Farm Bill includes

Mid-Term Elections Limit Days Congress At Work

a Forestry subtitle which covers a number of pro-
grams and policies related to the hardwood indus-
try.

While we are just starting to think about how
the hardwood industry can be better served by the
Farm Bill,  there are a few items we will almost
certainly be addressing, including:

· Maintaining or increasing funding for ex-
port promotion programs administered by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

· Including hardwood products in federal
carbon accounting systems and programs.

· Improving U.S. Forest Service capacity to
manage federal lands, including meeting regional
timber harvest objectives and funding of state and
local partnership programs.

· Maintaining or increasing funding for the
Wood Innovation Grant programs and include spe-
cific hardwood projects.

· Maintaining programs that promote bio-
mass energy and the deployment of heating and
power systems that rely on wood-based biomass
fuel.

· Supporting programs that incentive pri-
vate woodland owners to keep forests as forests.

While the Farm Bill will be a priority, other is-
sues will certainly emerge, and we will work with
our Board of Directors and industry members to
identify and address them.  And as always, we will
need every individual involved in the U.S. hard-
wood industry to get involved and engaged.
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AHMI Event Calendar
Appalachian Hardwood Manufacturers, Inc.

plans to attend the following events to promote
AHMI member companies and products.

Members are welcome to participate in the
AHMI exhibit and we can assist with registration
if required. Please check with the AHMI office be-
fore you make final plans:

July 20-21: Furniture Manufacturing Expo,
Hickory, NC

July 21-23: NCFAE Conference, Asheville, NC
July 24-26: AHMI Summer Conference, The

Homestead, Hot Springs, VA
Aug. 23-26: IWF Atlanta, Atlanta, GA
Sept. 13: ALC, Asheville, NC
Sept. 21-23: NHLA Convention, Cleveland, OH
Sept. 28-30: NCFA Annual Meeting, Greens-

boro, NC
Oct. 18-20: NWPCA Tours, Augusta, GA
Oct. 22-26: High Point Furniture Market,

High Point, NC
Nov. 8: ALC, Johnson City, TN

If you know of events that we should consider,
contact AHMI  at info@appalachianhardwood.org
and provide details.

Follow AHMI on social media with updates on
members, hardwood promotion and more.

IWF Atlanta Attracts
New Technologies

AHMI members are invited to attend and see
engineering breakthrough innovations in products
to keep business moving forward at IWF Atlanta
on August 23-26.

IWF will deliver the industry’s newest business
solutions and largest U.S. product mix in North
American woodworking’s must-attend show. At
IWF 2022, visitors will see three factors at play in
new technologies:

Reduced labor requirements: infeed and
offload systems, and materials transfer equipment
lets just one individual manage jobs like lifting pan-
els, and feeding CNC machines.

Digitalization is transforming individual free-
standing machines.

Industry 4.0 and the Industrial Internet of
Things (IIoT) now links a mix of manual and
equipment-focused work centers, or plant floors.

The show is held at the Georgia World Con-
gress Center at 285 Andrew Young International
Blvd., Atlanta, GA on Aug. 23 - 26. AHMI will ex-
hibit in space BC 516.

You can register now at www.iwfatlanta.com.
A discount of 60% is available from the AHMI of-
fice. Please email info@appalachianhardwood.org
or call (336) 885-8315.

Furniture Manufacturing Expo
The Furniture Manufacturing Expo returns to

Hickory, NC offering education programs and ex-
hibits on upholstery, woodworking, technology, and
more. The Expo is held at the Hickory Metro Con-
vention Center on July 20 & 22.

Hours are:
July 20 from 10:00 am – 5:00 pm
July 21 from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Visit www.furnituremanufacturingexpo.com for

more information.

The Real American Hardwood Coalition asks
forest industry companies to fund a campaign to
engage domestic consumers.

A new website is under development to endear
consumers to American Hardwood products and
drive them to purchase. More than 30 associations
(including AHMI as a founding member) comprise
the Coalition, and their respective staff make up the
leadership.

Please visit the industry website
www.realamericanhardwood.org, and find re-
sources. You can also learn the latest, download the
logo and see the list of contributing companies.

Real American Hardwood
Seeks Industry Donations
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Registration
To accurately plan the functions and make sure all participants are included on the Registration List, please
complete this form and return it with your check or complete the credit card information below by July 11,
2022 and mail to: AHMI, P.O. Box 427, High Point, NC 27261.

MEETING  REGISTRATION  FEES
AHMI MEMBER - $380 per person GUEST - $480 per person
AHMI MEMBER SPOUSE - $250 GUEST SPOUSE - $350
CHILDREN 10 & older - $200 MONDAY SESSION ONLY - $200
CHILDREN UNDER 10 - $50
Registration after July 11, 2022 incur a $100 late fee. Full registration will be refunded on cancellations received by July 12, 2022.
Cancellations received after that time subject to 50% forfeiture.

PLEASE REGISTER THE FOLLOWING FOR AHMI’S SUMMER CONFERENCE
Name:________________________________________________________ Badge Name:_____________________ FEE: $______

Name:________________________________________________________ Badge Name:_____________________ FEE: $______

Name:________________________________________________________ Badge Name:_____________________ FEE: $______

Name:________________________________________________________ Badge Name:_____________________ FEE: $______

Company:______________________________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________________________________________

AHMI GOLF TOURNAMENT  (Monday at 12:15 p.m. The Old Course includes boxed lunch)
Name:_______________________________________________________________ FEE: $240
Name:_______________________________________________________________ FEE: $240

SPORTING CLAYS TOURNAMENT  (Monday at 12:30 p.m. The Shooting Club includes lunch)
One round of 100 - Includes gun, ammo and targets, boxed lunch
Name:________________________________________________________________ FEE: $240
Name:________________________________________________________________ FEE: $240

STAVE MILL TOUR optional  (Tuesday at 1:30 p.m. Speyside Stave Mill, Millboro, VA)
Name:_______________________________________________________________ FREE
Name:_______________________________________________________________ FREE

Check enclosed ______

Credit Card: _______________________________________________________________
Expiration date __________________     Security Code _____________    Billing ZIP code __________________
Name on card:  ____________________________________________________________

You may also register online at www.appalachianhardwood.org and follow the link to Meetings.
The room block is filled so pleasecall the AHMI Office at (336) 885-8315 for options.

Total   __________

2022 AHMI Summer Conference
July 23-26  The OmniHomestead Resort


