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We are pleased to announce an expanded Summer Conference for 2021 on Aug. 1-4 to provide
more business sessions and networking time for members and guests.

The Conference will be held at The Greenbrier in White Sulphur Springs, WV, and will begin on
Sunday and end on Wednesday. There are business sessions on Monday and Tuesday mornings and
the agenda includes:

1) Domestic Cabinet Industry - invited. A report
from one of the region's top cabinet manufacturers
on growth in 2021 for homebuilding and renovation.

2) Hardwood Logging Capacity - The director
of the WV Logging Council will discuss capacity is-
sues and solutions.

3) Appalachian Hardwood Training Institute
- AHMI is partnering with community colleges to of-
fer hardwood specific training certificate programs.

4) Real American Hardwood Promotion - an update from the team developing a domestic pro-
motion program for hardwoods.

5) Solid Wood Processing - Stiles Machinery's Chuck Carter will discuss the latest solid hardwood
processing equipment for secondary manufacturers.

6) 2021 Economic Recovery - A leading economist from UBS Financial will discuss the U.S. economy
in 2021 as the country rebounds from COVID-19.

(See Summer Conference on Page 3)

Logging & Worker Growth Top Summer Agenda

CLT Poplar Makes Structural Grades
The grading phase of a project to make Poplar Cross-Laminated Timber (CLT) for mass timber

buildings was completed this week at Blue Ridge Lumber in Fishersville, VA.
Graders from the Northeastern Lumber Manufacturers

Association inspected and stamped 22,000 board feet that will
be shipped to SmartLam in Dothan, AL, for panel production
and testing. The boards were donated by six companies in the
Appalachian region.

The results will be submitted to a national body for inclu-
sion in International Building Codes. Currently, only softwood
products meet the standards. The project will also report how
Poplar can be sawn to structural grades and determine the
feasibility to make panels and compete in the marketplace.

Preliminary results indicate Poplar has the strength and
availability in lower grades for the CLT products.Team Grades Yellow Poplar Boards
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The way I see it...
By Tom Inman, AHMI President

...the hardwood industry recently completed a
very good first quarter for 2021 by most informal
economic indicators.

Log inventories are rising to meet the demand.
Green lumber production has increased. Dry kilns
are turning at steady rates and lumber is moving
to domestic and international buyers with demand
still exceeding supply.

According to the hardwood market pricing
guides, the value of hardwood lumber and indus-
trial products continues to increase.

These are very positive results for the first
three months of the year. The majority of sawmills
are busy making lumber and looking for workers
and trucks.

Every sawmill and distributor yard owner or
manager I have spoken with this year wants to hire
more people. At a recent conference, the speaker
was explaining the proposed minimum wage in-
crease this year. An AHMI member told me his
company was already paying $13-15 an hour to
attract workers.

Freight is another issue that is holding back
production. The trucking industry reports dramatic
increases in demand and shortages for drivers in
many regions. The hardwood industry depends on
contract trucking for most of its freight from mills
to customers and ports. One AHMI member la-
mented he was "lining up the trucking and then
selling the lumber."

International freight is also tight as the economy
improves. There is very strong demand for con-
tainers and bookings, according to several freight
forwarders.

"It is really busy every day right now," one dis-
tribution yard owner said. "We have people buy-
ing lumber, selling lumber, scheduling trucks and
getting loads out all day long right now. It is great."

Many sellers report that buyers expect it to
continue through the next two quarters. That is
outstanding news for the hardwood industry to
recover from 2020.

Appalachian Hardwood Manufacturers, Inc.
recently mailed the 2021 Appalachian Hardwood
Legal & Sustainable Resource Guide to members,
friends and most importantly BUYERS.

The Guide helps
thousands of hard-
wood lumber buyers
make wise decisions
for their materials and
suppliers. Because of
strong participation,
the Guide was ex-
panded for 2021.

The printed ver-
sion has been mailed
to furniture and cabi-
net makers, millwork
and flooring makers,
architects and designers in the US this month. The
electronic version was emailed to more than 12,000
buyers in Asia, Indonesia, Europe, and Mexico.

The book promotes AHMI members to individu-
als and businesses around the world. It highlights
contact information for all active members and
details the specific characteristics of Appalachian
Hardwood Lumber.

If you need printed copies, contact the AHMI
office. The electronic version is available at
www.appalachianhardwood.org/resource-guide

2021 Appalachian Hardwood
Resource Guide Distributed

Member Recruiting
New members are vital to the work of AHMI. If

you know of companies that should join, please
share that information with the AHMI office. We
have a packet of materials that explain the promo-
tion work, retirement plan, health insurance and
meeting opportunities through membership.

We are ready to send these materials to pro-
spective members that you do business with. Please
contact the AHMI office for details or if you know
of companies that should join.
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Aug. 1-4  -  The Greenbrier

Sunday, Aug. 1
3-5 pm - Meeting Registration in Lower Lobby
6 -7 pm - Welcome Reception
Dinner on your own

Monday, Aug. 2
8:30 am - General Session
1) Domestic Cabinet Industry
2) Real American Hardwood Promotion update
3) Solid Wood Processing - Stiles Machinery
12:15 pm - Golf Tournament
12:15 pm - Sporting Clays Tournament
6-7 pm - Monday Reception
Dinner on your own

Tuesday, Aug. 3
8:30 a.m. - General Session
1) Logging Capacity in 2021 - WV Logging Coun-
cil
2) Appalachian Hardwood Training Initiative
3) 2021 Economy - UBS economist
12:15 pm - Golf Tournament
2 pm - Breakout sessions
a. Structural Grades for Hardwoods - learn
about NELMA structural grades for hardwoods
to prepare for Poplar use in CLT.
b. Log Grading Guidelines - learn about Log
Grading Guidelines developed by AHMI and
the WV Hardwood Center
c. AHMI 401k MEP Program - UBS Financial
reps will be available to explain/enroll mem-
bers in retirement program.
6-7 pm - Tuesday Reception
Dinner on your own

Wednesday, Aug. 4
9 am - AHMI Board of Trustees Meeting
Departure

Have a safe trip home.

Summer Conference   from page 1
There  are three breakout sessions for Tues-

day afternoon to gain more value (concurrent):
a. Structural Grades for Hardwoods - learn

about NELMA structural grades for hardwoods
to prepare for Poplar use in CLT.

b. Log Grading Guidelines - learn about Log
Grading Guidelines developed by AHMI and the
WV Hardwood Center

c. AHMI 401k MEP Program - Learn from
UBS Financial reps about AHMI's program that
provides retirement planning at a tremendous
savings for member companies.

Please visit
www.appalachianhardwood.org and click on
"Meetings" for information and to register
online. or  call The Greenbrier at (855) 453-
4858 and ask for the Appalachian Hardwood
block. Please reserve your room by July 1. All
AHMI rooms are in the Main Building.

Please make activity and dining reservations
when booking your room. There is a link to
make room reservations at The Greenbrier with
rooms available from July 31-Aug. 4.

The resort has health and safety plans in
place to deal with COVID-19 and will follow all
local, state and federal guidelines. AHMI will have
masks available for attendees.

The Greenbrier  has more than 55 indoor
and outdoor activities available for guests of all
ages and interests. Outdoor adventures include:
aerial course, alpine climbing tower, falconry,
fishing, geocaching, scavenger hunt, gun club,
horseback riding, kayaking, paintball, pickleball,
pool, segway tour and standup paddleboard.

Indoor adventures include: arcade, bowling,
bunker tour, cooking classes, escape room, fit-
ness class, glass blowing, museum, indoor pool,
and tennis.Please make reservations for these
activities when reserving your room.

For more information, please call the AHMI
office at (336) 885-8315 or email
info@appalachianhardwood.org.

AHMI Summer Conference
Aug. 1-4, 2021

Appalachian Hardwood Manufacturers, Inc.    P.O. Box 427, High Point, NC 27261  T. 336-885-8315   @AppalachianHdwd
 info@appalachianhardwood.org     www.appalachianhardwood.org
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By Dana Lee Cole, HF Executive Director
International trade, particularly U.S. trade with

China, has been a dominant issue for the Hardwood
Federation for the past several years.  As the indus-
try knows all too well, the Trump Administration’s
tough approach to China and imposition of tariffs
on Chinese imports led to retaliatory tariffs on U.S.
hardwood lumber and log exports to China…a dev-
astating development for many in the industry.

Currently, Chinese tariffs on U.S. hardwood are
suspended, at least until September 2021.  What
happens in October is still in question.  Attention
now turns to the Biden Administration and how they
will handle China…and the rest of the world.

President Biden’s pick for U.S. Trade Represen-
tative (USTR), Katherine Tai, is a well-known trade
expert in Washington. She has years of experience
in USTR as a senior staff member and most recently
served as the chief trade counsel for the U.S. House
Ways and Means Committee.

In this role, she was key to gaining Democratic
approval for the revised trade agreement between
the U.S., Canada and Mexico (USMCA, previously
known as NAFTA).  She is well respected on both
sides of the aisle and her nomination was easily
approved by the Senate by a 98-0 vote.

In comments made during her confirmation
hearings, Tai gave every indication that the Biden
Administration will continue to take a firm line with
China.  There are no immediate plans to remove
existing U.S. tariffs on Chinese goods, and there are
indications that the Biden Administration will be
tougher than the Trump team on issues like the en-
vironment and worker rights.

However, it also seems that there are efforts to
lower the trade tensions with other global partners.
The Administration recently announced an agree-
ment with the European Union to suspend tariffs
on a number of items including aircraft, food and
wine that were imposed as a result of disagreements
over subsidies provided to Airbus and Boeing. It is
reasonable to assume that the Administration will
work towards compromise where they believe they
can without pulling back on their priority goals.

As required by Congress, the President released

HF Reports The Biden Trade Agenda
his 2021 Trade Agenda on March 1, 2021.  The trade
priorities outlined in the report:

· Address COVID-19 and restore the economy
by increasing vaccine production and distribution,
ensure that frontline workers have access to per-
sonal protective equipment and increase domestic
production of medical equipment.

· Ensure that new trade policies and agree-
ments include strong, enforceable labor standards and
commitments to fight forced labor and exploitative
labor conditions.

· Include strong environmental standards, con-
sistent with the development of market and regula-
tory approaches, in trade discussion to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and achieve net-zero glo-
bal emissions by 2050.

· Understand the projected impact of pro-
posed trade policies on communities of color and
consider those impacts before pursuing policies.

· Develop a comprehensive strategy to com-
bat alleged unfair trade practices by China, includ-
ing unfair subsidies to favored industries and use
of forced labor that targets Uyghurs and other eth-
nic minorities.

· Partner with global allies to hold China ac-
countable by implementing reforms to the World
Trade Organization’s substantive rules and proce-
dures to address inequality, digital transformation,
and impediments to small business trade.

· Review of existing trade programs to evalu-
ate their contribution to “equitable economic devel-
opment.” As part of this review, the Biden Adminis-
tration will seek to incorporate corporate account-
ability and sustainability into trade policies.

· Comprehensive enforcement of trade agree-
ments’ labor and environmental standards.

Clearly, this is an ambitious set of priorities and
we will have to work hard to understand the impli-
cations for the hardwood industry and develop strat-
egies of our own to make sure we benefit from the
Administration’s global action.

We have already started the outreach process
and will continue throughout the year.  We will be
reaching out to you too…for your help with YOUR
members of Congress.
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AHMI Event Calendar
Appalachian Hardwood Manufacturers, Inc. is

monitoring events and meetings to determine the
best locations to promote AHMI member compa-
nies and products.

Below are the plans for the next several
months. Please check with the AHMI office before
you make final plans to make certain the event is
still planned.

April 6-9: Kentucky Forest Industries Asso-
ciation Annual Meeting, Lexington, KY

April 19: HDA Reception, Indianapolis, IN
April 19-21: IHLA Convention, Indianapolis,

IN
April 30-May 2: ALC Beach Meeting, Myrtle

Beach, SC
May 21-23: Expo Richmond, Richmond, VA
June 5-9: High Point Furniture Market, High

Point, NC
June 7-8: RTA Regional Meeting, Florence, SC
Aug. 1-3: AHMI Summer Conference, The

Greenbrier, White Sulphur Springs, WV
Sept. 22-24: NHLA Convention, West Palm

Beach, FL
Oct. 13-15: WoodPro Expo, Lancaster, PA
Oct. 16-21: High Point Furniture Market,

High Point, NC
Nov. 1-3: RTA Annual Meeting, St. Louis, MO
Nov. 9: ALC, Johnson City, TN
If you know of events that we should consider,

contact the AHMI office  at
info@appalachianhardwood.org and provide de-
tails. AHMI members are invited to join us at the
events listed above.

Follow AHMI on social media with updates on
members, hardwood promotion and more. Please
connect at:

/twitter.com/AppalachianHdwd
/instagram/appalachianhdwd

Logging Relief Funds
Await Review

Reprinted from American Loggers Council
As a part of the 2021 Consolidated Appropria-

tions Bill that became law on Dec. 27, 2020, there
was language that allowed the US Department of
Agriculture to use up to $200 million to provide
relief to timber harvesting and timber hauling
businesses.

ALC and several State Association members
have continued to work with the Biden Adminis-
tration following the transition from the Trump
Administration in an effort to expedite the inclu-
sion of timber harvesting and timber hauling
businesses in an existing program such as the
Coronavirus Food Protection Program (CFAP).
ALC provided the USDA with what a program
might look like in order to best serve the timber
harvesting and timber hauling community.

ALC knows there has been concern by USDA
staff on whether or not the industry really needs
the entire $200 million.

ALC knows that the U.S. Forest Service (USFS)
has been asked to assist the Farm Service Admin-
istration (FSA) to create a program due to regula-
tory concerns about placing timber harvesting
and timber hauling businesses as producers in
the existing CFAP program.

ALC knows that the USDA announced on
March 24, 2021 that they are establishing new
programs to bring financial assistance to produc-
ers that felt the impact of COVID-19 market dis-
ruptions entitled, “USDA Pandemic Assistance for
Producers.”

ALC knows that the FSA and the USFS are
working together and understand the urgency of
our request. The USFS is doing the analysis for
the program as they are perceived as the experts
for the industry.

It is not known when the funds will be made
available,  and exactly what the program will look
like and where to apply.

AHMI will update members when information
is available.



6 - 2021 April - Solid Appalachian Hardwood

Registration
To accurately plan the functions and make sure all participants are included on the Registration List,
please complete this form and return it with your check or complete the credit card information below
by July 10, 2021 and mail to: AHMI, P.O. Box 427, High Point, NC 27261.

MEETING  REGISTRATION  FEES
AHMI MEMBER  $350 per person GUEST - $450 per person
AHMI MEMBER SPOUSE  $250 GUEST SPOUSE - $350
ADULT CHILDREN 18+  $200
CHILDREN 12-17  $100 DAY SESSION - $175 each
CHILDREN UNDER 11 - free
Full registration will be refunded on cancellations received by July 10, 2021. Cancellations received
after that time subject to 50% forfeiture.

PLEASE REGISTER THE FOLLOWING FOR AHMI’S SUMMER CONFERENCE
Name:______________________________________________________________ FEE: $______
Name:______________________________________________________________ FEE: $______
Name:______________________________________________________________ FEE: $______
Name:______________________________________________________________ FEE: $______
Company:___________________________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________________________________

AHMI MONDAY GOLF TOURNEY  (12:30 p.m. The Meadows Course, box lunch)
18 holes green fees and cart; club rental available extra fee
Name:_________________________________________________________ FEE: $265
Name:_________________________________________________________ FEE: $265

SPORTING CLAYS TOURNEY  (Monday 12:30 p.m. Sporting Club)
One round of 100 - Includes gun, ammo and targets, box lunch
Name:_________________________________________________________ FEE: $265
Name:_________________________________________________________ FEE: $265

AHMI TUESDAY GOLF (12:15 p.m., The Greenbrier Course, box lunch)
18 holes (9 twice) greens fee and cart; club rental available extra fee
Name:_________________________________________________________ FEE: $195
Name:_________________________________________________________ FEE: $195

Check enclosed ______
Credit Card: _______________________________________________________________
Expiration date __________________     Security Code _____________    Billing ZIP code ___________
Name on card:  ____________________________________________________________

Register online at www.appalachianhardwood.org/meetings. Please make your room reservations there or
directly with The Greenbrier at (855) 453-4858 . Book your room by July 1, 2021.

2021 AHMI Summer Conference
Aug. 1-4  The Greenbrier

Total   __________


